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Taxk HazbpiBaeMblil 3dexT “ruapodoOHOro 3aTBopa” — OAMH M3 BO3MOXHBIX MEXaHU3MOB YIIPpaBJICHUS
MMPOBOJIUMOCTbHIO BOJIbI U MOHOB Yepe3 NMOPbl MOHHBIX KaHANIOB. D(ddeKT 3aTBOpa BO3HUKAET B Y3KMX Y4aCT-
Kax MPOBOMSIIEN MOPbI, BbICTIAHHBIX HEMOJSIPHBIMU OCTaTKaMU. B 3aKpBITOM COCTOSIHMU KaHajla Takue
Y4aCTKU MOTYT HAaXOAUThCS B ACTUAPATUPOBAHHOM COCTOSIHUM, OJIOKMPYSI TTIEPEHOC BOIbI U MIOHOB 0€3 ToJI-
HOI1 OKKJTIO3UM MOPbI. B OTKPBITOM e COCTOSTHUM TMAPO(POOHBII 3aTBOP JOCTAaTOYHO IMPOK, YTOOBI 00eC-
MEeYUTh YCTOMUMBYIO TUAPATALIMIO U TPOBOANMOCTD. B HEKOTOPBIX KaHa/IaX MEPEHOC Yepe3 OTKPBITHI U/~
podOGHBIT 3aTBOP MOXET OBITh O0JIETYEH MOJISIPHBIMU OCTATKAMU, TTOMOTAOIIMMMU MOJSIPHBIM /3apSIKeH -
HBIM YacTUIIaM IIpEeOmoJieBaTh dHEePTreTUUEeCKMNiA Oapbep, co3maBaeMbIii HEIIOSIPHOI cpemoit. B maHHOI
paboTe KMccienoBaHo NoBeaeHre HoHoB Na' 11 MX r'MIpaTHLIX 060J104eK B OTKPHITOi IIOpe MIOHHOTO KaHala
TRPV1 ¢ moMonibio MOOeIMpOBaHUS MOJIEKYJISIpHOM OTWHaAMUKU. [lokazaHo, YTO MOJSIPHBIC TPYIIIEI
OCTaTKOB aclaparmHa KOOpAUHUPYIOT MOJIEKYJIbl BOJIbI TAKUM 00pa3oM, YTOOBI BOCCTaHABIUBATh T'MApPAT-
HYI0 000JIOUKY UOHOB B TUIPO(OOHOM 3aTBOPE MOPHI, YTO 0OECIIeUnBaET TPAHCIIOPT MOHOB Yepe3 3aTBOP

B ITOJTHOCTBIO T'MApaTUPOBAHHOM COCTOAHMUMU.
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Bo MHoOrux tmrax MOHHBIX KaHAJOB HEKOTOpPHIE
YY4aCTKM BHYTPEHHEM MOBEPXHOCTU MX TPAHCMEM-
OpaHHBIX OP BBICTJIAHBI HEMOJSIPHBIMU OCTaTKaAMU,
o0pa3ylIIMMu CBOeTro poaa “rosica” TuapodoOHO-
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ctu. Korma kaHaim HaXoauTcs B 3aKPhITOM/HEAKTUB-
HOM COCTOSIHUM, CYXEHUSI TIOJOOHBIX IIOSICOB
MpenoTBpalialoT CcaMOIIPOU3BOJIbHYIO TUddy3rto
BOIBI M MOHOB uepe3 mopy. Ilpm aktuBamum Oenka
paguyc cyXeHui (T.H. “aKTUBAIIMOHHBIX BOPOT”)
YBEJIMUMBAETCS U BO3HUKaET 3(HEeKTUBHBIN TpaHC-
MOPT MOJIEKYJI BOJIbI U MOHOB Yepe3 KaHai. JlaHHbI|
a(dekT, U3BeCTHBI KakK “TuapodOoOHBIi 3aTBOpP”,
Ccroco0eH OJJOKMPOBaTh MepeHOC BOALI U MOHOB 03
MOJIHOM OKKIIIO3UM TIOPBI (OOBIYHO TIPU pamuyce
cyxxenus mexny C, atomamu <4 A) [1]. Mo-Buaumo-
My, B HEKOTOPBIX KaHajlaX TPaHCIIOPTUPOBKE 4yepes
ruapodoOHBIE 3aTBOPHI MOTYT CITOCOOCTBOBATH IO-
JIIpHBIE “TPYNIbI—IIOMOIIHUKN” aMUHOKHCIOTHBIX
OCTaTKOB OejKa, KOTOpbIe TOMOTalOT MOJSIPHbIM/3a-
PsSKEHHBIM BelllecTBaM (TakKMM KaK BOIa W MOHBI)
MpeoaoseBaTb dHEPreTUYeCKuit 6apbep, cosmaBae-
MbIii HETTOJISIPHBIM OKPY>XEHHEM 3aTBOpa.

SpKuM IpuMepoM MOHHOTO KaHalla C OJ0OHbBIM
MEXaHU3MOM pabOThl aKTUBALIMOHHBIX BOPOT SIBJISI-
ercsa TRPVI. Panee MbI TpOBOIMIIN pacdyeThl MOJIC-
kyJnsipHoit auHamuku (MJ1) TRPVI1 manst uzyyeHus
ruapochoOHOIT OpraHM3aluy €ro NOpbl B OTKPLITOM U
3aKpbITOM COCTOSIHUSIX, a TaKXKe U3ydyalud aHOMaslb-
HYI0 JMHAMUKY MOJEKYJ BOIbl B OTpaHUYEHHOM
o0BeMe ero nopsl [2, 3]. B maHHoIi paboTe MbI UCclTe-
JIOBaJIM C TToMoInbio MJI-MonenmpoBaHUsI TTOBEIE-
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Puc. 1. Ctpykrypa nopst TRPV1 (PDB ID 7L2W, [4]).
TTokazaHbl TOJBKO NIBE PACIOJIOXEHHBIC MO JAUMArOHaIn
cyobequHMLBl. OOpasyloniue mopy Crupain n3o0paxke-
HbI B JICHTOYHOM TPeNCTaBIeHUU, 0003HAYEHbl OCTATKU,
BeicTunatomue nopy: Gly643 (G), Tyr671 (Y), Asn676
(N) u 11e679 (I). Ha cTtpykTypy Gesika HaJoXeHbI pacipe-

NeJIeHUst rmcS)THOCTM MOJIEKYJT BOIbI (CUHSISI CETKa, TTOpOr
0.03 Mon./A ) 1/131/101{013 Na' (KpacHasi HOBEpXHOCTb, I10-
por 0.03 I/IOH/A ), YCpemHeHHbIe TT0 TpaekTopuu M/I.

Hre oHOB Na* ¥ opraHm3ainio X THAPaTHBIX 060-
Joyek B OTKpbIToii mope TRPVI kpwicel [4], B
MEPBYIO OYepeab, B OKPECTHOCTH aKTUBALIMOHHBIX
BOpoT. [lokazaHo, UTO CTPYKTypa BOPOT OpraHU30Ba-
Ha TaKUM O0pa3oM, YTOObI BOCCTAHOBUTh I'MapaTa-
LIUOHHYIO 000104KY MOHA. OCHOBBIBAsICh Ha PE3YJib-
tatax M1, npenjioxeH MeXaHU3M TPaHCTIOPTa MOHOB
yepes3 ruapodoOHbIii 3aTBOP B ITOJHOCTBIO TUAPATU-
POBaHHOM COCTOSTHMU OJ1aronapsi KOOpAWHALIUU MO-
JIEKYJ1 BOJIbI TUAPATHOM 000JI0OUYKU MOHA MOJISIPHBIMU
rpyIiIaMu acriaparmta, pacojJ0XXeHHbIMU B OKPECT-
HOCTHU 3aTBoOpa.

TRPVI (Transient Receptor Potential Vanilloid 1) —
HeceJIeKTUBHbII KATUOHHBII KaHaJsl, INIaBHbIM o0pa-
30M S3KCIPECCUPYEMBIII B CEHCOPHBLIX HeEMpoHaXx,
YyBCTBUTEJIbHBII K BBICOKOIT TeMItepaType (>43°C),
HU3KUM 3HaueHussM pH (5.9), MexaHU4YEeCKUM CTU-
MyJlaM U PSITy XUMHUYECKHUX BEIIECTB, B YACTHOCTH,
KancanouHy u aHangamuny [5—7]. TRPV1 asasgercsa
roMoTeTpaMepoM, B LIEHTPE KOTOPOTO HaXOAUTCS
nopa, o0pa3oBaHHasI TPAaHCMEMOpPaHHBIMU O\-CITHpa-
JIIMM cMexXHbIX cyobenuHuil. ITopa TRPVI mpen-
CTaBJisIeT cO0OM KaHajl HaHOMETPOBOIO MacllTaoda,
JOCTYITHBII TSI MOJIEKYJT BOIbI 1 MIOHOB, CTEHKU KO-
TOPOTO 00JIAAIOT TeTEPOTreHHBIMU (PU3NKO-XUMIUE-
cKuMU cBoiicTBamu [2]. B mope ecTh nBa “OyTbLIOY-
HBIX TOPJILIIIKA” : GUIBTP U aKTUBALIMOHHBIE BOPOTA.
Camag y3kas o61acTh puabTpa chopMUpoBaHa Mo-
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JIIPHBIMUM KapOoHWIbHBIMU rpynnamu Gly643. Bo-
poTa oO6pa3oBaHbl HEIOJSIPHBIMU OOKOBBIMM LIEIIsI-
MU ocTaTKoB 116679, oHU co3maloT rTnapodOOHBI 3a-
TBOP B TIOpe, KOHTPOJIUPYS MPOBOINMOCTb KaHaja
(puc. 1). CormacHO 3KCIIEpUMEHTAJIbHBIM JTaHHBIM,
nBoiiHas 3ameHa Ile679Ala + Ala680Gly, mo-Bumm-
MOMY, CO3/IaeT “Bcerma OTKPBIThIN (DeHOTHIT KaHajla
[8]. IToasapHbie 6GoKOBBIE e Asn676 OpUEHTUPO-
BaHbl BHYTPh IMOPHI U HAMpaBJCHbI B OKPECTHOCTH
BOPOT, UTO MOXET IpeIoTBpallaTh oOpa3oBaHUE
ruapodoOHOro 3aTBopa INpM aKTUBalUM KaHaja.
Taxxe nipeanonaraercs, 4T0 Asn676 MOXET SBJISITh-
¢l CBOEOOPA3HBIM TTOMOLIHUKOM THAPATALIUN TTOPHI
[3, 91,

B nannoii pabore nmpoBegeHo MJI-MonennpoBa-
Hue oTKpbiToro kanajna TRPV1 (PDB ID 7L2W, [4]),
BCTPOEHHOTO B TUIPATUPOBAHHBINI JIMTTUIHBIN OUCTOMN.
Anamm3 pganHabelx MJI mokasan, 4Tto, HECMOTpS Ha
ruapodoOHbIE CBOMCTBA CTEHOK, MOpa IMOJHOCTbHIO
ruapatuposaHa. Monsl Na®™ npoHukaior B objgactu
nojsipHoro puibTpa u THAPoPOOHOTro 3aTBOPa aKTH -
BallMOHHBIX BOPOT, JIOKAJIMN3ysICh B HUX (puc. 1).

st neTaabHOrO aHajau3a MOBEASHUSI TUAPAaTHOMN
000JI0OYKU MOHOB B IMOPE OBUIM pacCUMTaHbI IByMEp-
HblE€ pacripeliejieHus] TMJIOTHOCTA MOHOB, a TakXKe
cpenHue 3HaYeHUs] KOOPAMHALIMOHHOIO 4ucjia MO-
JIEKyJ1 BOAblI U aTOMOB Kucjoponaa Oejika B MEpBOid
KOOpAMHALMOHHOI cdepe noHos Na* (CNw u CNp
COOTBETCTBEHHO) B 3aBUCHMOCTM OT KOOPAMHAThI
BIOJIb OcU TOpHI (Z) u paccTtosiHus oT ocu (R) (puc. 2).

B pacnpeneiaeHUM TUIOTHOCTU MOHOB HaOJIIOna-
[0TCS 1Ba MakcumyMma: ripu Z = 9—13 A (dbwistp) 1
npu Z = —5 — 0 A (Bopora). JIoKaaM3aiust HOHOB B
dmIbTpe cMelIeHa OT OCH TTOPbI, IIPU 3TOM ABE MOJIe-
KYJIbl BOJIbI M3 KOOPAWHALIMOHHOU cepbl MOHA 3a-
MelaloTcs OByMsi aromMamu kuciopoma Gly643. B
pe3ylibTaTe COXpaHseTCS MOJHAsI COolbBaTHas 000-
JIOYKa MOHA, COCTOSINAs U3 6 aTOMOB KMCJIOPOIA.
Crenyst B HalpaBJIE€HUU BOPOT, MOHBI CHOBA OTKJIO-
HSTIOTCSI OT OCH ITOPBI Ha 2—4 A 11 CBSI3BIBAIOTCS C aTO-
MOM KHcJIiopoaa 00KoBoOM Henu Asn676 (cupeHeBas
o6mactb pu Z = —2.5—5 A Ha puc. 2B), Tepsisi Ipu
5TOM 2 MOJIEKY/Ibl BOIbI. 3aTeéM HMOHBI 3aXOAsIT B
CTBOP BOPOT, BOCCTaHABIUBASI TUAPATHYIO 000JI0UYKY
1o 6 MoJekyl Boabsl. B Boporax HauboJliee BBICOKAsT
IUIOTHOCTh MOHOB HAOJIIOAeTCS Ha OCHU IIOPhI, T.€.
POBHO MO LEHTPY ruaApodoOHOro 3aTBopa.

IIpocTpaHCTBEHHOE pacIripelelieHue TUIOTHOCTHU
TUApaToOil 000JI0YKM MOHOB, JJOKAJIM30BAHHBIX B 3a-
TBOpPE, TIOKA3BLIBAET, YTO MOJIEKYJIbI BOAbI TPYITIUPY-
IOTCSI BOKPYT MOHA B BepIIMHAX KBaJpaTa — OCHOBA-
HUS OKTa31pa, YTO COOTBETCTBYET (hopMe TUAPaTHOM
o6onouku Na* B cBo60aHOiI1 Boze [11]. CpenHee pac-
CTOSTHME MEXIy aTOMaMU Kucaopoaa Boasl 1 Na™ co-
crapisieT 2.33 A, Kak B cBOGOIHOIT Boae. MoseKy/ bl
BOBI JIOKAIU3YIOTCI B TUAPOGOOGHOM OKPYKEHUU
0oKoBBIX 1ieneit 11e679 6maromapst 06pa3oBaHUIO BO-
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Puc. 2. (a) PacripeneneHue riioTHOCTH Na' Bronb ocu nopsl (Z) B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT pacctosiHust oT ocu (R). LiBetoBas mikana —
3HAYEHUS TJIOTHOCTH, X 1072 I/IOH/A3 . HanoxeHsl mopoo0pasyloliye cnupaiy OQHONU U3 CyObeIMHULL OesKa U paiuyc Mophl,
paccYMTaHHBIN Yepe3 00beM, TOCTYITHBII pacTBOpUTEIO (depHast tuHus). (6—B) — Pacnipenenenus sHayeHuii CNw u CNp
BIOJIb OCU MOPHI B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT R, 1iBeToBast mkana — 3HayeHust CN. (r—a) — pacrpeneiaeHust Na® (KpacHBblil), aTOMOB
KHCJIOPO/a BOIBI B €TO TUAPATHOI 060JI0UKe (CMHUIT) 1 BOTOPOMHBIX CBsI3eit Boma — Asn676 (KeThIit), ycpeTHEHHBIE 110 Tpa-
ektopun M/I. IToka3zaHsl 60KOBbIe e Asn676 u 11e679, duoseToBast chepa v KpacHble KpecThl — Momesib Na ' 1 €ro CoJib-
BaTHOI1 000JI0YKU B CBOOOIHOM Boje: (I) — BUI CBEPXY; (1) — BUA COOKY.

JIOPOOHBIX CBsI3eii C OOKOBBIX IIETIEi OCTAaTKOB
Asn676 (puc. 2r—2).

Ha ocHoBaHuM pe3yabTaTOB MOIEIMPOBAHUS
MpPEAIoioKeH CIeAYIOIIN MeXaHU3M TpaHCHopTa
MOHOB 4epe3 ruapodoOHbiii 3aTBop TRPVI. Bo
BHYTPEHHEM 00BbeMe MOphl KaHajla MOHBI CBSI3bIBA-
JOTCS ¢ aTOMOM KMCJIOpoJa OOKOBOM LIEIM OCTaTKa
Asn676 omHOI U3 CyObEIUHULL, TEPSAS MPU 3TOM 1—
2 MOJIEKYJIbl BOAbLI M3 CBOE TMApPaTHOM OO0OJIOUKU
(puc. 30), a 3aTeM NPOHMKAIOT B BOPOTA, BOCCTaHAB-
JINBast MOJIHYIO TUAPATHYIO 00OJIOUKY — 6 MOJIEKYII
BobI (puc. 3B).

CTpyKTypa BOPOT OpraHM30BaHa TAKUM 00pa3oM,
YTO aTOMBI KMCJIOPO1a OOKOBBIX 1ieneii Asn676 Koop-

JOKJIAIBI POCCUMCKOW AKAJTEMUU HAYK. HAYKHW O XXKHU3HU

JIUHUPYIOT 4 MOJIEKYJIBI BOIAbI HEMOCPEACTBEHHO B
CTBOPE BOPOT, B TUAPO(POOHOM OKPYKEHUN OOKOBBIX
nerreit 11e679. Ilpu 3TOM pacriooXkeHNe MOJIEKYIT
BOJIbI COOTBETCTBYET FeOMETPUHU U pa3MepaM TUapaT-
Hoi1 060ouku Na* B cBOGOIHOIA BOJE.

PaHee B iuTepatype IMPOKO 00CYXIaa0Ch HaIU-
qure TuApodOOHBIX 3aTBOPOB B MOHHBIX KaHAaIaX pa3-
JIHBIX TUTIOB [1, 12—14]. OgHako, HACKOJILKO HaM
M3BECTHO, €AMHCTBEHHBIM MEXaHU3MOM YIIPaBICHUS
MPOBOIMMOCTBLIO MOAOOHBIX 3aTBOPOB IIpeIIIojara-
JIOCh YBEeIWYEHHE IuaMeTpa TUIAPOPOOHBIX ydacT-
KOB, NpPUBOIMIIEe K UX TMApaTallMd U CHIKESHUIO
SHEPreTUYECKOTo Oapbepa IS IIPOXOXKASHUS NOHOB
B TMAPAaTUPOBAHHOM COCTOSTHMM. B maHHOIT paboTte
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Puc. 3. MexaHu3M TpaHCIIOpTa Na* yepe3 ruapodo6HbIii 3aTBOp oTKpbiToro TRPVI. ITokazanbl octatku [1e679 u Asn676.
duonerosasi chepa — MOH Na*, KpacHblIe chepbl — aTOMBI KMCJIOpo1a MoJieKys Boabl, yKazaHbl CN mjist Boabl (CNw) u 6enka
(CNp). Crpenku 0603HAYAIOT HATIpaBJICHUE ABKEHUSI MOHOB Yepe3 3aTBop. JKenrast MyHKTUPHAS TMHUST — KOHTAKT MEXITY
noHoM Na+ u atomoM Kuciiopoaa Asn676, 3ejieHble — BOIOPOIHbIE CBSI3M MEXIy aTOMOM KUcopoaa Asn676 v MoJieKyJIaMu
BOJIbI TUAPATHOM 000JI0YKY MOHA.

Ha mpumMepe BopoT oTKpbeIToro kanajia TRPV1 nmoka-
3aHO, YTO TeoMeTpusl rTuaAPpoPOOHOro CTBOpa U pac-
npeaeyeHde B HEM 3apsiIoB MOTYT OBbITb YCTPOEHBI
TaKMM 00pa3oM, YTOOBI CTPYKTYPUPOBATh BOMY OII-
TUMaJIbHBIM JUJISI TUpaTaliiu MOHOB oOopa3zoM. Co-
IJIaCHO TIPEICTaBJIEHHBIM pe3yJibTaTaM, 3TOT IpO-
necc B TRPVI B o0CHOBHOM peryJiMmpyeTcsl ocTaTKaMu
Asn676, KOTOpBIE BpPEMEHHO “TIPEIOCTaBIISIOT”
4 MOJIEKYJIBI BOABI B TUAPATHYIO 06010uKy Na*. ITo-
ckonbky TRPV1 sBsieTcss HeceaeKTUBHBIM KaTHOH-
HBIM KaHaJIOM, Y IPYTUE TUIIbl MOHOB C Pa3JIN4YHbIMU
¢dopmaMu TUAPATHBIX 000J0YEK MOTYT MPOXOIUTH
yepe3 nopy (Hampumep, KBaapaTHasi aHTUIIPU3Ma B
ciyyae K u Ca?* [11]). IIpencrasnsercss BEposT-
HBIM, YTO MOABIMXKHbIE OOKOBBIE lienu Asn676 crio-
COOCTBYIOT MIPOCTPAHCTBEHHOM aganTali MOJEKYJ
BOZBI [JIsl pa3jiMuyHbIX KaTUOHOB, obecrieuynBasi Ta-
KUM 00pa3oM uX TPaHCHOPTHUPOBKY B HEMOJISIPHOM
cpene. Ilpennaraemblii MOJEKYISIDHBIM MeXaHU3M
TpaHCIIOpTa KaTUOHOB Yepe3 TUAPO(POOHBIN 3aTBOP
MOpbl MOHHOTO KaHajla paHee He ObLT cDOPMYIUPO-
BaH. [lomydyeHHbIEe pe3ysibTaThl OYyOYT ITOJIE3HBI JJIsI
MOHUMAaHUS JeTajieii MOHHOW MPOBOAMMOCTU KakK
oenkoB noaceMerictBa TRPV, Tak m 1pyrnx MOHHBIX
KaHaJIOB, B KOTOPBIX HaOJromaeTrcs 3¢p¢eKT ruapo-
¢ob6Horo 3aTBOpA.

METObI

Crpykrypa kaHajia TRPV1 B oTKpBITOM COCTOSI -
Huu (PDB ID 7L2W, [4]) Obl1a moMelieHa B I1OJI-
HOCTBIO THUAPATHUPOBAHHBINA JIMMHUIHBIN OMCIION,
UMUTHUPYOLIMH MeMOpaHy HelipoHa, ¢ MOJISIPHBIM
COOTHOIIIEHHUEM KOMITOHEHTOB MaJIbMUTOWIONEII-
docharnaunxonuu (ITODX) / maTbMUTOMIONECUII-
dochatnaunasranonamud (ITOMD) / xonecTepuH,
paBHBIM 2/1/1. M]JI-MonenupoBaHue IIPOBOOUIN C
nomo1ipio nporpamMmHoro makera GROMACS [15]

JOKJIAIBI POCCUMCKOW AKAJTEMUU HAYK. HAVKHU O XXKHU3HU

Bepcuu 2021.4, crtoBoro nosist Amber99sd-ildn [16]
u monenu soasl TIP3P [17]. dug woHos Na* u Cl—-
KCIIOJIb30BAJIM MapaMeTphl MoTeHuuana JleHHapaa-
JXoHca, ONTUMU3UPOBAHHLIC IS ydyeTa B3auMMO-
JIeiicTBUIT MOHOB ¢ Boaoii [ 18]. dakTuyeckue 3HaYeHUS
o n e st Nat cocraisimm 2.439 A 1 0.3658 kJIx/MoJb,
a st CI- — 4.478 A u 0.1489 x/Ix/Mosb. Beutn pac-
CUYUTAHBI U TIPOaHAIU3UPOBAHbBI TPU HE3aBUCUMBIC
TpaekTopuu M/ mpogokuTeabHOCThIO 1Mo 200 Hc.

Ocb 1opkl (Z) onpeaesisiiv Kak npsiMyto, IEpreH-
JIUKYJISIPHYIO TJIOCKOCTH Ouciost. Z = 0 3amaBaiu Kak
TOYKY, COOTBETCTBYIOILYIO MOJIOXKEHUIO LIEHTpa Macc
C, aTOMOB ocTaTKOB 642, 643, 644, 645, 671, 675,
676, 679, 680, 683, 686, 687, BLICTIWIAIOIINX CTEHKU
nopsl. [IpocTpaHCTBEHHbBIE pacipeesieHUs MOJIEKYJT
Bozbl, Na* 1 BOTOPOIHBIX CBSI3Ei pACCUMTHIBAIN KaK
3HAUYEHUS UX IUIOTHOCTU, YCPEAHEHHbIE 110 TPAEKTO-
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The so-called “hydrophobic gating” is widely discussed as a putative mechanism to control water and ion
conduction via ion channels. This effect can occur in narrow areas of the channels pore lined by non-polar
residues. In the closed state of the channel, such regions may spontaneously transit to a dehydrated state to
block water and ions transport without full pore occlusion. In the open state, the hydrophobic gate is wide
enough to provide sustainable hydration and conduction. Apparently, the transport through the open hydro-
phobic gate may by facilitated by some polar residues that assist polar/charged substances to overcome the
energy barrier created by nonpolar environment. In this work, we investigated the behavior of Na™ ions and
their hydration shells in the open pore of the rat TRPV1 ion channel by molecular dynamics simulations. We
show that polar protein groups coordinate water molecules in such a way as to restore the hydration shell of
ions in the hydrophobic gate that ensures ion transport through the gate in a fully hydrated state.

Keywords: TRPV1, ion channels, hydrophobic gate, ionic conductivity
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